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Doubleday 
MARY ANNE $3.50 


A novel, quite openly based on actual historical records relating to Miss 
du Maurier's great, great grandmother, Mary Anne Clarke. It is made to order material 
for a colorful period novel, a sort of feminine "rake's progress", in which the read- 
er's sympathies are patently enlisted on the side of Mary Anne despite her record. 
From an insecure slum childhood, when she had to trick her elders in order to obtain 
a bare pittance for family survival, Mary Anne knew that she must aim high, never 
allow sentiment to interfere, and still what might be called her conscience. Her teen- 
age marriage to a four flusher and drunkard served to reenforce her determination, and 
for one man only did she allow a flicker of emotion to sway her, now and again. She 
became the mistress of the Duke of York - and he never quite got over her, though he 
discarded her when her drunken sot of a husband threatened exposure, and though she 
dragged him through the mud of an investigation. The other men in her train were mere 
time servers, useful in the upward climb - and some of them turned on her when her star 
was setting. But somehow she never lost her gallantry, her poise, and the thing each 
of the men important to her life remembered was her smile. She died- after those who 
mattered had gone, an exile from the England she loved. But her story read today 
brings to light a period in England's history when society was ridden by pretense and 
connivance, when services and preferments were bought and sold, when reputations rose 
and fell. Daphne du Maurier is a vivid story teller; she has spun this tale a bit 
beyond its holding power, but she has drawn a memorable figure. Not top drawer du 


Maurier, but a sure best seller. (LC: 54-625h) 
ALSO RAN 


Du Maurier, Daphne 


June 23 


Fergusson, Harvey Morrow 
THE CONQUEST OF DON PEDRO $3.50 
* A “man of many lives" Leon Mendes, a Jew from Manhattan's lower East Side, 
came to be a significant figure in the bridging of the frontier after the Americans 
took over the region around Santa Fe. For Leo had come West to find health and re- 
birth; he found his livelihood as a peddler with his burro, who brought goods and took 
pay in exchange, and linked the simple people together with his friendship. When time 
came to settle down, the drifting and the interludes in Santa Fe behind him, he chose 
Don Pedro and there established his store, despite the threat and warning from the 
Spanish alcalde, Don Vierra. He made warm friends; he built success through trust; 
he became a power as great as the Vierras - and almost as great as Padre Orlando; and 
he won the passion of Vierra's wife, and the love of her niece. Here is a segment out 
of the opening west, faithful to the mood, the tempo, the conflict of mixed bloods. As 
a novel it is better knit, perhaps, than Grant of Kingdom (1950), but it remains a 
novel of regional and period flavor rather than a novel of character and incident. 
Beautifully written, vividly pictorial, its choice as July Literary Guild-may well 


best sell. 
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The Choice Seems Limited 


to a handful of saleable names Gariand Roark, STAR IN THE RIGGING (Doubieday); Erle 
Stanley Gardner and Margery Allingham. And just one that rises above the general level © 
(a low one), Shirley Seifert with FAREWELL, MY GENERAL (Lippincott). See pages following 


for reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
May 3 


Hamill, Ethel Avalon 
A NURSE COMES HOME $2.50 


ooo from Korea, where Elizabeth has spent three years in Communist hands, and 
she faces another rough time when she finds that Marsh, whom she had always planned to 
marry, is involved with a predatory female, Karen. With Elizabeth is Barney, who had 
courageously shared the Korean experiences with her, and when Karen revives an old cri- 
minal charge against Barney, Elizabeth protects him by announcing that she will marry 
him. But it is not Barney she loves, nor at this point Marsh, but Scott Alexander- 

a photographer, who combines with Barney to expose her real feelings. You may have 
guessed them before this, but it's non-toxic and non-taxing. 


Avalon 


Worley, Dorothy 
THE JONES GIRLS $2.50 

False values and false goals raise havoc with the Jones family when the town 
of Jonesboro is given a chance to make scandal of their change from plaingoing people | 
to social gestures. The oldest and prettiest, Sylvia, sparks it off with her desire to © 
marry money; Brenda fans it when her newspaper boss uses her expose of the shame of The 
Flats, owned by the wealthy family Sylvia is aiming for; Jim, their father, keeps tongues 
wagging as reform mayor and even as a casual friend of attractive Mrs. Shannon, who be- 
friends his youngest Betsey after their move to the fashionable Lake Shore. Divorce is. 
in the air when Sylvia's accident and Betsey's polio soften the hearts and steady the 
course of the Joneses. Domestic discontents for home consumption. 


May 28 


' Betts, Doris Putnam / 
THE GENTLE INSURRECTION $3.50 // 


A first collection of short stories has won the Putnam- University of North 
Carolina prize contest, and is a quiet demonstration of commonplace lives in rather 
cheerless circumstances (death is a frequent corollary). A white woman's discomfiture 
while calling on her recently bereaved colored servant betrays a racial hatred; a mill- 
worker achieves "A Mark of Distinction" and defends his right to build a picket fence; 
two children view the body of their Uncle John, in a coffin- and curiosity veers to 
disgust and then amusement; an old man, dying of pneumonia in ae rooming house, rebuts 
the devil; in the title story, a girl whose life has been frayed by poverty turns 
against her mother and goads her over the desertion of her father; a librarian, Miss 
Parker, is "possessed by scandalous thoughts"; old Mama Bower admits with her death 
to an unsuspected common frailty;: ete. etc. These and others provide a subdued, but 
not necessarily sombre, spectacle, honestly observed. (LC: 54-8709) 


May 2? @ 


White, Leslie Turner Crown 
SIR ROGUE $3.50 


Adventuring from England to Russia in the 1570's turns up some fairly bizarre 
touches and Sir Guy Spangler’s commission to rescue the valuable cargo of the Companie 
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Merchant Adventurers develops into a dangerous gamble. For Ivan IV (The Terrible) has 
taken a fancy to Lady Mary Hastings, from her portrait, and Sir Guy, to insure the 
safety of his venture, gets Ellen from prison to pass as Lady Mary's "twin" and bride 
for the Tsar. Representatives of the Companie go with them to protect tkeir interests 
and, after hazards at sea, on land and en route to the Kremlin, Guy is pursued by 
spies, by the terrors of the Metropolitane and of the Equerry, and eventually becomes 
enmeshed in delicate dealings with the Tsar. His men, Pistol and Affable Jones, the 
young whore, Charity, the deformed Pojo, and the Tsar's loyal barbarians add to the 
excitement until Ellen is rescued - for Guy's arms alone. The Russian dressing here 
may give this a new look but the basic line of historical fiction remains the same. 
Perhaps the exploits are more exclamatory’: (LC: 54-6639) 


May ?? 


de Assis, Machado Noonday Press 
PHILOSOPHER OR DOG? $3.50 


The publication in this country of Fpitaph of a Small Winner, and now its 
sequel, establishes, if posthumously, the particular talents of the late 19th century 
Brazilian writer, and provides a mock-heroic saga where compassion is never too distant 
from the irony which motivates it. Where Quincas Borba, of the earlier book, found his 
eventual release from reality in the identity of St. Augustine, Rubiao, his spiritual 
and physical heir, is to find his in the dreams of glory in which he is Napoleon. To 
Rubiao, Borba leaves his fortune- and the dog which bears his name and through which 
he survives. Now a man of wealth, Rubiao wants to become a man of the world. He 
attempts to enter politics and patronize the arts; he wastes his capital and is abandon- 
ed by his partner and friend, Palha; his courtship of a beautiful married woman is un- 
rewarded; and his increasing spells of megalomania bring him to a “madman's realm 
of fantasy”.... The intellectual invention here, the worldly perception, the ultimate 
resignation-.all give this its special interest for a special market which the earlier 


book will have indicated. 
June 3 


Doubleday 
STAR IN THE RIGGING $3.95 


Open season for ydung American navies- but this time it is the Texas Lone Star 
state Navy, back in 1832 (DON'T TREAD ON ME- see report page 274, deals with John Paul 
Jones and the infant navy of the rebellious colonies). Truth and fiction ably merged 
in a blow by blow yarn of the adventures of Captain Jeremiah H. Brown, who began ser- 
vice under the Mexican eagle, while Texas was seeking identity as a Mexican state, and 
wound up in rather dubious status as captain of the /nvincible under the U. S. flag. It 
is perhaps less turbulent than some of his sea tales; there is more of a centralizing 
theme. But again he complicates his plot by side excursions which sometimes are not 
wholly resolved. For the exactness of his nautical details his books hold immense app- 
eal for the seafaring readers. And for his elaboration of a brief phase of our national 
history, this book has more to recommend it than most of his lusher ventures. There's 
a double romance, to be sure, as Jeremiah falls for the wiles of the golden haired 
Carmela, acting as spy for the Mexicans and playing fast and loose with Jerry's passions 
while serving his bitterest enemy. And Polly, waitress in the Velasco dining hall, 
learned to be a lady and waited for him to know she had always loved him. Fast- 
paced romantic adventure on several counts. (IC: 54-7316) 


Roark, Garland 


Funk & Wagnalls 


Fisher, Agnes Adams / 
THE QUIET WOMAN 5//7 $3.75 


This is the story of a “marriage” that was never legalized - of a man who 
never absolved himself from the guilt of his status- and of a woman, undisturbed by 
it. Andrew MacLaird, tied to a New York society woman who refused him divorce, took 
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his beloved Hortense, a singer, back to the Wisconsin homestead of his childhood. The 
slow acceptance of the community, the richness of their life together, the sons they had, ' 
all this was shadowed for Andrew by the burden of their bastardy. The drowning of one 
child with a neighbor girl seemed a judgment, and briefly Hortense shared the sense of © 
guilt when a child was stillborn. The unspoken fact- after many years-was brought into 

the open by a revivalist who denounced them as adulterers, and only then did Andrew 

realize that to him alone was the situation still an obsession. Told with quiet warmth, 
reflecting an abundant family life, the duties of the farm, this is skilled handling of 

an unusual theme. Marguerite Steen's Anna Fitzalan takes a parallel case, but sets it in 

so different a milieu that - by contrast- it makes this book seem muted and undramatic. 

Despite the ethical aspects, it is pleasant reading. (LC: 54-6358) 





June 10 


Little, Brown 
VALE OF TYRANNY $3.50 


The middle 19th century is the setting for the story of Thorn Drayton and the 
three men in her life for her heart was given to the cousin, Rhys Vaughan, who was her 
first sympathetic friend. Unloved, uneducated, knowing only horses, Thorn studied with 
David Mennen to be less a savage, discovered her love for Rhys was returned but that Rhys 
would not have her until he could afford her. The return of her brother Randall to the 
foundry brought an open clash with Rhys and his dismissal of Thorn sent her to Chloris, 
Randall's mother-in-law, who turned her into a continental beauty. Wooed by “de Laurignac, 
it was David she married but when Rhys returned from America she resisted only so long then 
ran off with him. David's death and marriage to de Laurignac built up her defenses against 
Rhys so that, when all the information about his implacable conceit, treachery and faith- 
lessness was in her hands, she could at last face him in all her strength and break the 
old bonds. A novel of relationships follows the transformation of a headstrong girl into 
a worldly and eventually wise woman and does not overplay the drama in which she is involv- 
ed. A woman's market here. (LC: 54-8279) 


June | te Fe 


Beresford-Howe, Constance Ballantine 
MY LADY GREENSLEEVES $.35-$3 .00 


A novel of marriage and passion takes its color and picaresque adventure from 
its period setting. For Avys Winter, in spite of her wedded life with Piers, is unable 
when Hal Brandon returns to resist her love for him, escapes the imprisonment Piers 
imposes when he learns the truth of her bawdry, and makes her way to London. There she 
learns Brandon is in the debtor's jail and is the cause of his murder as he buys his 
freedom to join her. She is rescued by Adam Piper and becomes his thrall in underworld 
thievery and gambling until she recognizes his weaknesses and breaks away to find that 
Piers,after the death of one of their daughters, the madnessof his bastard brothers and 
the torments of his own conscience, has been seeking her to ask forgiveness and another 
chance. The worlds of country, city and vice in 16th century terms overlay this story 
of a woman - for women-and add more melodramatic touches to its problems. (LC: 54-8216) 


June 16 


Seifert, Shirley Lippincott 
FAREWELL, MY GENERAL $3.50 


Butler, Suzanne 


* Jeb Stuart and his wife, Flora, come alive in all their youthful romance in 
this fictionalization of their short life together. Daughter of a soldier herself Flora 
met 2nd Lt. James Ewell Brown Stuart when she returned to her family at Fort Leavenworth, 
married him knowing all the rigors of outpost life, and had her heart divided when James 
resigned to fight for the Confederacy and her father stayed on to fight for the Union. 
Following her beloved, she knew Arlington, Richmond, and country places as the lines of 
battle moved; she saw him become the idol of his men and the public; she watched the fame 
of his daring recklessness grow from Bull Run, to his reconnaissance around McClellan's 
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army in which he didn’t lose one of his 1,000 men, to the skillful raids into Union 
Territory and the brush at Yellow Tavern in which he lost his life. Their devotion to 
each other, the gallantry of the dashing visits during the war, the tragedy of their 
separation when their daughter died, the desperation between letters, messages and 
meetings, and the tides of the struggle - all make very real the real people of history. 
A satisfying and human re-creation. (LC: 54-6109) 


June 16 





Harris, John and Margaret Morrow 
ARROW IN THE MOON $3.50 


Young Macklin proves that he has "more guts than he can hang on a fence” in 
the Wyoming country in the late 19th century when he establishes his new spread in 
the face of opposition. Grazing his cattle too near the Indian reservation, learning 
to understand the injustices accorded the Indians, losing his horses, then his cows, 
he watches trouble mount as the ragged band of Indians refuse to leave their land, as 
they are starved and imprisoned to force them to travel south. His conscience leads 
him to help them, to try ineffectually to swerve the rigid demands of the military, 
to silence the unreasoning and fanatic treachery of the Indian agent, to offer marriage 
to Dull Knife's daughter as a chance to stop the disaster that threatens. When the 
captives make their break, Macklin gives them horses and the slaughter that follows 
nearly drives him from the country. It is only when he and his loved Yodi are attacked 
by Indians that were his friends that he fights back and learns his last lesson from 
the new land. A solid novel of the old West, this keeps to the Haycox tradition. 
(LC: 54-7102) 


June 17 


Marshall, Rosamond Doubleday 
THE LOVING MEDDLER $3.00 SD 


A new publisher- and a new Rosamond Marshall has a soap and water cleanliness 
and an ingenue lead in Dodie Bates, the youngest (ten) daughter of widowed Christine, 
and an enterprising junior miss. Dodie, who likes to make a fast dollar and has a 
variety of remunerative interests, is no slouch in other affairs either; she assists | 
in the elopement of her older sister and the nephew of a French countess, Roselle; she 
discovers the alienation of her Mummy's faithful John- by Roselle; she imports the 
absent Count for the reconciliation which is to come, and succeeds in establishing Uncle 
John as more than just a friend of the family.... Could be winsome, could be irksome, 
but censored and certified for rentals. (IC: 54-7022) 


June 22 


Barrington, Lowell Macmillan 
THE DESERTER $3.00 


A first novel probes a matter of moral guilt and reparations and draws its 
uneasy excitement from the potential of violence in a war casualty who is now hopeless- 
ly insane. Thomas Corey, who had served his sentence of seven years for his desertion 
of a post in North Africa, follows the trail of Page- now believed dead- whom he had 
left alone at the time of his defection- presumably in search of ammunition. He finds 
Page, alive in a sense, but violently insane, and kept under the vigilance of several 
male nurses and Robbie McGrath- who had once hoped to marry him. Corey is the first 
person to whom Page responds- if for a moment only- and when Corey attempts to leave, 
it is Robbie who needles his guilt- and conscience- and persuades him to stay for a 
short time. Corey breaks the barrier of Page's impenetrable trauma once again- but 
cannot save him, and with the knowledge that Page will die- within a period of weeks, 
or months, Corey this time makes the choice which is also an atonement.... A direct and 
undeviating examination of lives both broken- and at the breaking point- the drama here 
is at an external level but is not an exploitation of flamboyant elements. 


SS 
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June 23 


Lamott, Kenneth Little, Brown 
THE WHITE SAND OF SHIRAHAMA $3 .00 ®@ 


An ironic diversion has its moments of indulgence as well as sere examination 
and views the sometimes mixed activities of a summer colony of missionaries- in Japan- 
through the eyes of Paul Thatcher, an “uncommitted observer" and prospective history 
teacher. With the exception of Thatcher, and the Kirbys, a dissolute and quarrelsome 
couple escaping the fleshpots of Shanghai, the community consists entirely of evangeli- 
cals to whom the Kirbys are an aggravating rebuke. Their marriage is not the only un- 
steady one; the Marlowes, Ellen and Gilbert, lose each other as Gilbert engages in a 
constant penance for the lusts he denies, and Ellen turns to Thatcher. An afternoon 
of adultery and apocalypse ends the interlude here; Ellen submits to Thatcher, and Kate 
Kirby is caught up in a sin and salvation seance which returns her to Sam, and more 
pleasurable proclivities.... Irreverential as this may seem, the reproof here is directed 
towards excess, and executed with grace. Amusing. (LC: 54-8282) 





June 25 


Random House 


Wolfe, Bernard 
THE LATE RISERS $3.50 

Another kind of Limbo projects the offbeat world of Broadway's “insomnia alley” 
and takes a wild ride through the pinball arcade of sex and reefers, voodoo and jiujitsu, 
cadgers, callgirls, frauds and fetishists. In a zoot and bop prose, to be admired if 
only for its staggering fertility, this follows the activities of Danny Atlas, the owner 
of a novelty shop; Betsy Bugbee, looking for a TV spot; Mort Robell, a press agent; Don 
Kiefer, a ghost writer; Biff Jordan, a Hollywood cowboy; Benny Bliss, a columnist with @ 
a bad case of mom; Connie Macri, who has an income tax shakedown specialty; a dying 
Professor Wedemyer; etc. All of this has a pretty unhealthy tone, as the habitues here 
goof off into all kinds of desperate finagles and erotic enterprises which some may find 
offensive. Early to bed might be another reaction. (LC: 53-9715) 


June 28 
Kerig, Walter & Bird, Captain Horace V. Rinehart 
DON'T TREAD ON ME $3.50 


John Paul Jones, colorful figure in the days of our infant Navy, has been the 
central character in a number of juveniles. This, to my knowledge, is the first adult 
book written around him, and good reading it is. Then and now, he is a controversial 
personality; his dubious paternity, his involvement in several near scandals of mutiny 
and violence at sea, his incredible achievements and equally incredible mistreatment at 
the hands of some of the founding fathers, as his assignments become political footballs, 
combine to provide a backdrop for the sensational accomplishments in harrying the British 
in their own waters, seizing prizes which helped finance the poverty stricken colonies, 
and finally defeating a British ship of the line in the battle that fathered the famous 
words "I have just begun to fight". His fame was as great as its rewards were small. 

His character is drawn in sympathetic terms by a boy who stowed away on a pirate ship 

John Paul (as he then was) commanded, a boy who grew to manhood in the hard school of 

Jones' erratic career and whose romance was furthered in off moments between sea engage- 
ments. Definitely a book for armchair sailors, but with an immense amount of technical @ 
seamanship for the pros as well. (LC: 54-7074) 





amie 
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Chamberlain, William Ballantine 
@ TRUMPETS OF COMPANY K $2.50- $.35 


Some stalwart soldiering in the Dakota territory follows the failure of a 
mission by glory-hunting Gil Hardin when two men lose their lives, and Hardin is taken 
by the Indians. But it is Garland, his Captain, who silently faces the real punish- 
ment in the recrimination of Hardin's fiancee, the pressure of his politically power- 
ful father, and his is the real courage as - with Company K- he goes to rescue Hardin. 
Virile and valiant. (LC: 54-7561) 


June 3 


Haycox, Ernest Little, Brown 
PRAIRIE GUNS $2.50 


Nine stories garnered from Collier's, Macleans, S.E.P. prove again that 
the old West was not an easy country on women, that men were their own masters, and that 
people there lived and endured with courage and faith. Women alone win out, the wind 
and the winters fray but do not destroy the settlers, obligation and duty ravage a 
couple's love, a girl is ready to brave the hardships her mother warns her against, 
etc., etc. Quiet testaments of valor for his following. (LC: 54-9409) 


June 8 
Prescott, H.F.M. Macmillan 
DEAD AND NOT BURIED $2.50 
6S A small rural community suspects- but does not substantiate- the murder of 


Farmer Marshall whose wife maintains a sullen silence after his disappearance. On a 
neighboring farm, Philipson, a dour and nervous war casualty, cannot remember the 
period in which the crime occurred; Yorke, his partner, helps to establish his guilt; 
while the local Vicar intercedes to bring the real criminal to book. Pleasantly 
punctilious. 


June 11 


Browne, Howard Simon & Schuster 
THIN AIR $2 .50 


A lady vanishes- and Ames Coryell, advertising executive, cannot explain 
the disappearance of his wife, Leona, or the slugging of a neighbor, to the police. 
Snarling at Lt. Box, who is in charge, Ames conducts his own investigation over a t.v. 
channel; gets a lead- and loses her to a killer; and in a brave if foolish foray in 
enemy territory finds his wife... Madison Avenue pitch and putsch- but enterprising. 
(Lo: 54-6671) 


June 16 


Herber, William Lippincott | 
KING SIZED MURDER $2.50 | 


With a client, intent on recovering blackmailing pictures, P.I. James Rehm 1 
| carries on for oil heiress Dorothy Haggis, a generous helping of femininity. More 
@ bodies, dirty photographs, a fatal fat man, vicious hoods and gunsels and Rehm plays 

footsie with the undertaker more than once and all around "eae a bea ends against 
LC: 54-5599 


the middle boot him into the clear. Lurid - exaggerated. 
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June 16 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow _ 
THE CASE OF THE RUNAWAY CORPSE $2.75 


The trouble-shooting trio of Perry, Della and Paul come California city-hopping | 
to clear up a poisoning case. Davenport's death and the letter he has written accusing 
his wife of his and another murder, the vanishing of his body and its reappearance spur | 
Perry into a battle of wits to protect the widow. His gambles pay off as proof comes to 
light and the prosecution even is appreciative. Slippy. (LC: 54-9255) 


June 17 


Allingham, Margery Doubleday 
NO LOVE LOST $2.75 


Two novelettes, The Patient At Peacock’s Hall and Safer Than Love, smooth | 
over the problems of a film star near death and murder in a school. Dr. Ann Fowler 
works with her old love, John Linnett, to save Francia Forde's life and learns the 
truth of her jilting; the death of headmaster, Victor Lane, turns the town inside out 
as the investigation proceeds against his widow. Practiced. (LC: 54-7842) 


Hendryx, James B. Doubleday | 
GOOD MEN AND BAD $2.75 | 


The vast wilderness of the North offers its challenge to young John Steele 
and Jean Barbazan, the fabled master of the territory, is more than a strong right hand 
in helping Steele see his dreams come true. Through their staunch alliance Steele wins 
Barbazan's daughter, they are successful in thwarting the evil plans of their enemies, 
and Steele becomes heir to the empire on Barbazan's death. Stupefying. (LC: 54-7324) 


June 18 


Dean, Spencer Ives Washburn 
FRIGHTENED FINGERS $2.50 


Gangsterism with hi-jacking expensive merchandise from a de luxe department 
store and murder a necessary concomitant stir the executives of the store to action 
against their head of protection, Cadee, whose "softness" towards shop lifters has 
made him suspect. But Cadee finds his feelings for his best "D", Sibyl, the main 
factor when she disappears, the girl he had put under her protection is murdered, and 
another hi-jacking operation seems to link the events together. He goes off in sole 
pursuit, risking death and failure, brings his gangsters to book and rescues the girl. 
All the ingredients but the blend is curdled. 


June 24 


- Ard, William Rinehart 
DON'T COME CRYING TO ME $2.50 


Another bootleg operation for private detective Timothy Dane when he is hired 
to escort wealthy Lisa Wilson to a small hospital for the delivery of a baby whose pa- 
ternity is in dispute between three men. In the unnatural childbirth which follows, 
Dane gets the sedation, loses his small charge whose identity is only established after @ 
other lives are lost. Fertile, certainly, but it could be Spillane spawning. (LC:54-5659) 
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,. efor your tili, but there will be popuiar response no doubt to Dorothy Brandon's 
@ MAMIE DOUD EISENHOWER (Scritbner), and some measure of special group interest in 

Clarence Strezt's FREEDOM AGAINST ITSELF (Harper). Most of the books- even the bettes 

ones~ demand special consideration for special markets Reports in pages following 


| PROBLEMATICAL ALL 
May 6 


Whiteside, Thomas Oxford 
THE RELAXED SELL $3.50 


From The New Yorker, The Reporter, and the New republic, these seven pieces on 
the hoop-la and ballyhoo of Madison Avenue merchandising provide a funny- to fantastic-~- 
spectacle of the more creative processes of advertising people. The frenzied activity 
on the Lucky Strike account and the problems in visualizing the fine-tobacco story; 
the soap opera, which has been used to "unclog the national pore" and the Hummerts who 
brought the attenuated crisis to its fullest expression when they kept a heroine in a 
revolving door for seventeen days; the pollsters, and the science of audience reaction 
testing- even hypnosis has been used; the achievement of Elsie, the Borden Cow, a 
golden calf who has acquired a recognition rating of 88%; the singing commercial; the 
| amphibious ball point pen; the space saga-- these profiles are a disarmingly devasta- 
ting commentary on the gimmicks and gismos of a packaged culture. The line drawings 
by Robert Osborn will elso amuse and admonish. (IC; 54-6912) 


May 7 


Fabian, Robert The British Book Centre 
LONDON AFTER DARK $3.50 



















Addenda, to his earlier Fabian Of The Yard fills in the picture of crime in 
England and works its way from general exposition on various types of illegalities to 
specific cases. From night haunts, guarding royalty, gambling, dope, sex, perverts, 
unlawful pictures and satanic practices, he goes on to the crooks themselves, the in- 
formers, the rackets, and winds up with 14 examples of the painstaking police activi- 
ties that untangled varying iniquities. This dossier has a very moral tone to its 
yarning, and its expertising, by an ex-superintendent of the Yard, offers solid, 
dependable - and interesting material for the true crime fancier. Photographs. 













King, Marion Macmillan 
BOOKS AND PEOPLE $5.00 


Subtitled Five Decades of New York's Oldest Library, this is the story of 
the Society Library, an institution unique in a city more noted for its changes than 
its record of continuity. Here is a library that dates back to Colonial times; and 
its story is a nostalgic record of "little old New York"- though to many of us, this 
segment of its history will parallel our own span of reading. It is a story of books 
and people, and as such its interest reaches out to encompass those whose early read- 
ing memories touch on Mrs. Humphrey Ward and Archibald Marshall, the American Winston 
Churchill and Leonard Merrick, the early days of Galsworthy and Walpole, the first 
thrill of Willa Cather, the polite enjoyment of Edith Wharton. Librarians will relish 
the details of slow motion acceptance, against the dictates of tradition, of newer 
library methods, the intimate glimpses of the odd encounters and happenings that gave 
color to the days. Older generation New Yorkers will sigh with delight over bits of 
the age of innocence, the niceties of society's gentler, cultured side, the names and 
fames that reflect the Social Register. For this- make no mistake- is another bit of 
social history. And literary history as well, reflecting as it does the changing 
styles in writing and reading interests, right down to the present. Limited appeal, 
perhaps, but those who like it will like it hugely. 
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May 13 
Oxford 


Nichols, Alice 
BLEEDING KANSAS $4.50 


A survey, based on contemporary reports and documents, of the seven years to 
statehood, canvasses the questionable activities of both North and South that fomented 
terror, murder and butchery. With slavery and abolition already occupying the nation's 
thought, the opening of the territory indicated that the side with the most settlers 
would determine its destiny and plans were plotted from afar. From the Border Ruffians 
to John Brown, through the six governors of the territory, to feuds between factions 
and feuds within factions, this is the story of violence and retaliation, in the legis- 
lature, on the street and in the homes, the story too of the defeat of the principle of 
squatter sovereignty or self determination as the North was at last the acknowledged 
winner with statehood coinciding with the outbreak of the Civil War. An energetic 
period and a pot and kettle situation, this is a lively research into sources and makes 


vivid the bloody, tempestuous years. (IC: 54-5295) 
May 14 


Feder, Sid & Joesten, Joachim David McKay 
THE LUCIANO STORY $3.50 


International gangsterdom's most colorful character interpreted by two men 
well equipped to convey his unique rise to fame (or infamy). Feder is the author of 
Murder, Inc. and knows his underworld. Joesten is a reporter and his interview with 
Luciano in Italy in 1953 makes a climactic finale to the scandal packed story of a man 
who got away with too much and got a soft deal at the end. The authors go back to 
Saivatore Luciano's parents, who were sulphur pit workers in Palermo. They emigrated- 
and their son went the way of many other east side kids, taking on a succession of 
- rackets, from petty dope peddling to pimping and politicking. Though Salvatore had his 
ups and downs, he differed from the others in that he had brains and poise. His ability 
carried him well along into Mafia circles, before a savage beating from which he emerg- 
ed alive earned him the nickname of "Lucky", and preluded his becoming boss of the ring. 
The protective portals of fearful top brass in politics shielded him- as it does others 
of his kind- from the ultimate price of crime. Thoroughgoing with perhaps too much of 
an aura of scoop journalese though they throw their punches with assurance. Graphic, 


saleable. 


David McKay 


Sisler, George 
SISLER ON BASEBALL $3.50 


"A Manual for Players and Coaches" has a foreword by Branch Rickey and repre- 
sents some forty years in and on the field (most recently with the Pittsburgh Pirates). 
The fundamentals are here, and so are many of the fine points involved in batting, 
bunting, pitching, the various positions, the plays- and in each situation form, tech- 
niques, faults and their correction are demonstrated. Big League players and plays 
illustrate and animate the experienced advice here, and it shouldn't be too hard to 


connect with the intended market. In season. 
May 17 


Marsh, Irving T. & Dutton 
Ehre, Edward- fds. BEST SPORTS STORIES- 1954 $3.50 


Hundreds of sports writers write thousands of stories for the press and 
magazines about every sport under the sun- and moon, and here again our editing team 
pick the winners. One might differ with their choice of the best news story- Dark 
Star's victory over Native Dancer- and select instead Purdue's upset of Michigan State 
or Yale's victory over Princeton, "best" stories too. (It might just be a matter of 
bias!). Again the best magazine story could be the story of August Bush on Cor ielius 
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Vanderbilt but they selected another honey, the story of the prize fighter, Billy 
Graham. Again, they are all "prize" stories. In fact any sports fan reader will 
get immense entertainment and enjoyment whether he reads about baseball, football, 
racing, boxing, golf, tennis, or what have you. Sportswriters seem to mellow with 
age. The illustrations, we are told, will be the year's best sports photographs. 


May 17 


Brandon, Dorothy Scribner 
MAMIE DOUD EISENHOWER: A Portrait of a First Lady $3.75 


This tribute to Mamie Eisenhower tells a story that housewives across the 
country have been waiting for. We follow the First Lady from the days when Ike 
courted her in the bosom of a loving family (which included a very jealous little 
sister) to the day she became First Lady of the land. There are the years in the 
States; then a post in Panama on Patton's recommendation; World War I; the late 
Thirties spent in the Philippines under MacArthur; World War II; SHAPE; the campaign 
for the Presidency. There are moments of levity - as the young marrieds buy their 
first furniture; of tragedy - when they lose their first son Icky; of sentiment - 
when they return to San Antonio, on their twenty-fifth anniversary with Ike as Chief 
of the Third Army, and recall their first home there as newlyweds when he was a 
"louie". As an Army wife, constantly on the move, making a home wherever she goes, 
Mamie comes out with flying colors. Mrs. Brandon reports often on Mamie's geniality, 
her graciousness, her greatness - the greatness of uncommon-commonness which both 
Eisenhowers possess and touch in others. No real intimacy of revelation here, but 
a story in terms that will appeal to wives and mothers particularly. Condensed 
version running in the Herald-Tribune currently. (LC: 54-6298) 


May 24 | / /¥ 


Dornberger, Walter Viking 
V-2 $5.00 


A deliberate, detailed account of the development- in Germany- of the liquid 
fuel rocket by the scientific engineer who was one of the instrumental figures in its 
accomplishment which, had it been reached six months sooner, might have deflected the 
invasion of Europe. From the establishment of the research institute at Peenemunde, 
to the selection of engineers, the initial designs and experiments, this leads on to 
the first liquid propellant rocket in 1934; the need for more money than was allotted 
to the project; the visit of Hitler- in 1939- and his indifference which gave them a 
low priority rating; the first guided missile which reached the limit of the atmos- 
phere in 1942; Hitler's approval- and apology- in 1943 as V-2- the "vengeance weapon" 
was finally accredited; and in the last years of the war, the whole complex of snags, 
setbacks- and snafu; the air raids on Peenemunde and casualties; the political and 
military interference which impeded their work which was dogged throughout by two 
words, "Too late". A serious history which documents the background of rocket pro- 
pulsion in technological detail- and presumes a certain scientific knowledge and 
interest on the part of the reader. (LC: 54-7830) 


May 26 


Streit, Clarence Harper 
FREEDOM AGAINST ITSELF $3.75 


The originator of the proposal of "Union Now" once again confronts a reluc- 
tant world with his challenge to act before it is too late.- He feels the danger- the 
fault- the cure lies in ourselves, and shows successively (1) what freedom is doing 
to unite men; (2) the field where it now needs to unite them; (3) what freedom is doing 
to divide and to arm dictatorship; (4) how great, growing and imminent is the resultant 
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danger to freedom; (5) how we can turn this danger into opportunity. He warns us often 
of the danger of divisiveness leading to a major depression and urges one answer,- that 
we call a Federal Constitution as first step to Atlantic Union. His arguments are 
cogent; his analysis of the ways the Soviet is counting on the divisiveness, the growth 
of national sovereignties, the burden of fear engendered by our internal distrusts, 
security measures that fail to give security, all this adds up to sound backing for his 
argument. The danger is imminent. NATO is the nucleus on which we can build. Can we 
make the sacrifice of the fetish of the Nation State? Not easy reading, either in 
content or type face, but worth the effort. The market starts with your local World 


Federalists. (IC: 54-6031) 
May 28 
Ives Washburn 
GARDEN FRIENDS AND FOES $2 .95 


For the average amateur gardener and small home owner, this book, while not 
exhaustive in its treatment of "garden friends and foes", supplies the basic facts 
that are needed, in brief compass. The book falls into four main parts:- birds, in- 
sects, weeds, diseases. Under these categories, the author, naturalist and teacher, 
discusses the birds and insects of value, and those that are harmful to the garden. He 
suggests protection against the unwanted - and attraction of those that serve a good 
purpose. The section on weeds is of interest chiefly in the commonsense handling of 
the relatively modern approach to weed elimination through selective herbicides. The 
final, and briefest part,deals with types of plant disease and the basic treatments 
thereof. The promised “many drawings" are not available at this time and should add 
immeasurably to the value of the book, if sufficiently accurate to aid in identifica- 


tion and to chart procedure. 


Headstrom, Richard 


Late May 
Kafka, Franz Noonday Press- Schocken Books 
DEAREST FATHER $5.00 


Kafka's long and remarkable letter to his father, covering their entire rela- 
tionship, is here sandwiched between fragments of unfinished stories, aphorisms, odds and 
ends from notebooks and loose pages, poems, and all of the other jottings that a writer 
makes. The letter itself, being autobiographical, self-justifying and self-blaming, is 
fascinating and valuable to anyone who has read any of Kafka's novels and stories. He 
explains to his father why he fears him, the differences in their characters, the 
effects of the father's methods of upbringing on his son and his daughters and on their 
relations with their mother, and finally describes Kafka's attempts at escape and in- 
dependence:- through Judaism, writing, marriage- all failures. The rest of the book, 
from the earliest known writings by Kafka (forshadowing Metamorphosis and other themes) 
through a couple of speeches, are of interest mainly to the Kafka student who wants to 
follow through the development of and variations on the writer's theme. This is the 
first time the famous letter has been published in English (in a translation by Ernst’ 
Keiser and Eithne Wilkins), under the able editorship of Max Brod. Definitely a book 


for the Kefka addicts. 
June 3 


Crane, Verner W. Little, Brown 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND A RISING PEOPLE $3.00 


A well constructed duet plays out its dominant theme, the life of Franklin, 
against his relation to the young country for which many of his ideas originated in- 
stitutions and remain guideposts today. The account is complete from the earliest days. 
In Boston there is the picture of Franklin as a young apprentice who went to the freer 
atwosphere of Philadelphia to start his life as the fabulous, all-inquiring student and 
inventor he was. When he entered public life, the author points up the American charac- 
teristics that were increasingly personified in him and from this point there is clear 
comment on political trends either side of the Atlantic. The shifts and changes, 
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notably the ones at the highspots of our history- the discussions of westward expansion 
and federation, the French and Indian Wars, the Stamp Act, Franklin's lionization in 
Europe and the attempts at adjustment that did not stem the tide of feeling at home- 
are all analyzed with particular reference to Franklin's statesmanship but with a 
breadth that makes them general history too. A study that accomplishes its intent to 
show his infinite zest and one of the most analytical minds the world has known. 
(Lc: 54-5136) 

June 9 


LeVier, Tony Harper 
as told to John Guenther PILOT $3.50 


Lockheed's chief engineering test pilot's story is introduced by Arthur 
Godfrey with great enthusiasm and all air minded males will undoubtedly concur. 
LeVier opens the book with an account of his flight through the sound barrier in an 
F-90 in 1950 - the 4th man and first civilian to make it - and then back tracks to 
his early love for planes and the luck that, his health suspect, he could stay out 
of school and hang around the dirt air fields. With his soloing at 17, he got a 
license as transport pilot at 19, followed the barnstorming routes, didn't make a 
go of teaching flying, and lost his heart to speed. That meant the Thompson Trophy 
race and others but a test pilot job at Lockheed settled him down. There are thrills 
and spills, technicalities, headaches and hazards as the P-38 is developed, as jets 
come in and must be trained for, as penetration fighters and all weather fighters 
go from engineers' drawing boards into the sky. One man's career makes absorbing 
reading for a quarter century of living and working with aircraft follows the pattern 
of the age and, without any grandstanding, keeps tight hold of your interest. 16 
pages of photographs. (LC: 54-6018) 


Montross, Lynn 6/4 t/23 Harper 
CAVALRY OF THE SKY $3.00, 


The story of Marine experimentation and use of rotary-wing aircraft adds 
another panel to the history of aeronautics and traces the step by step development 
of auto-giro to helicopter practicality. From Nicaragua and the OP 1, to the H0O3S 
of 1950 and the XHR 2 S of 1954, this tells of the long range planning for the flying 
windmill, of the problems, the tests, the tactics and techniques, the operational 
performances and the excellent demonstrations that proved its worth in Korea. Here 
are the landmarks in aerial landings, troop lift, traffic direction, formation fly- 
ing, high speed wire laying, fighter evasive tactics, and rescue work, from World 
War I, through World War II and to the present day and the men who made the ungainly 
eggbeater an important part of aviation history. Pointing with pride to the Marine 
Corps, this is worthwhile enlargement on the story of flight. Illustrated with half 
tones and maps and with a glossary, appendix, chapter notes and a bibliography. 


(IC: 54-6287) 
June 14 


Browne, Douglas G. & Dutton 
Brock, Alan FINGERPRINTS $3.50 


The fine art- and precise science- of fingerprinting, as it has been developed 
during the last fifty years to a point of practicable application, this is both a his- 
tory and a demonstration of its uses in a miscellany of authentic crimes. The ante- 
cedents- which go back to ancient China; the systems of classification which began with 
Bertillon, but reached a workable basis with Henry, who reduced this maze of whorls 
and loops, arches and composites to the one print in more than 64,000,000,000 which is 
never duplicated. The infiltration of dactyloscopy into fiction as well as fact; the 
first use of fingerprint identification and evidence in the Deptford murders; its ex- 
tension from the Yard to the Surete to the F.B.I. and around the world- all this is 
animated and amplified by a file of criminal activity- and apprehension- which finger- 
printing has made possible. And the evidence here all points towards a market of 
crime specialists and fanciers. (LC: 54-6826) 
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June 16 
Slessor, J. C. Morrow 
STRATEGY FOR THE WEST $3.00 
Slessor, an air tactics expert, defines strategy as “the management of © 


political, economic, military and industrial resources of the western coalition to 
achieve the object of the Free World". He speaks convincingly, at times optimistically 
of western aims and ideals, but feels it is not our destiny to overthrow communism or 
impose our systems on others, and warns against adopting the evils of police state tac- 
tics in our own country. Central to his theme, however, is his plea for allied air 
control, so organized that- backed by strong land and sea forces, and with the aid of 

a united Germany- the air arm could interrupt the normal life of an aggressor to the 
end of rendering continued hostilities intolerable. With such an air arm, the use of 
atomic weapons on a limited scale would be feasible and our best means of effecting 

a defensive containment of militant communism. A scholarly rather than a military or 
tactical study, this may achieve attention as a capable overall assessment of a current 


world dilemma. (LC: 54-8428) 
June 17 


Howells, Williams Doubleday e 
BACK OF HISTORY $5.00 -—— 


Ruth Moore's Man, Time and Fossils (Knopf-P. 603) opened the avenue of inter- 
est in man's evolution to many laymen. Now Dr. Howells uses another approach, present- 
ing what he terms a digestive interpretation and condensation, skillfully bypassing 
professional terminology, footnotes, discussion of theoretical differences, to produce 
a readable book on a popular level. Man's story, he claims, begins with the Primates, 
and we are introduced to baboon, howler, gibbon and chimp societies. Man, however, is 
distinct in having culture, not inherited biologically. He then turns to the study of 
cultures:- Stone Age and first trace of man; the hunters, the farmers of the Neolithic. © 
The organization of society, the place of religion, the effect of inventions. After 
an excursion to the New World and the problematical question of immigration and Indian 
civilization, he turns to the Bronze Age, and the growing dominion of city-states- 
foretaste of eventual emergence of world government. The use of the ethnological pre- 
sent tense at various points in the time spectrum adds to narrative quality but some- 
times confuses us chronologically. The book has humor and often fascination and more 
popular appeal than Lewinsohn's Animals. Men and Myths, (P. 220). 60 drawings. Maps. 


(LC: 54-7593) 
June 21 


Little, Brown 
EPICS OF SALVAGE $3.50 


Dealing mostly with episodes of World War II, this details the fascinating 
work of marine recovery from the salvaging of the Wormandie, to mine clearance, to 
treasure hunting and the amazing invention of portable harbors. There are the stories 
of the torpedo chariots manned by Italians that took their toll in Alexandria; the 
refloating of the Georgic; the efforts to keep the Port of London cleared of wrecks; 
the mines and sinkings in the Suez Canal, the Wiagara with her cargo of 290 ingots of 
gold and the Samsylarna with her silver worth a million pounds sterling; the clearance 
of the Cape Cod Canal. Here too are divers, rescues, dirty weather and dirty work, 
escapes and the ingenuity required in this “make-do-mend field" to add to the picture 
of a specialized profession. There shouldn't be much trouble in finding that man-and- 
boy audience for this. Illustrated. (LC: 54-8280) 


Masters, David 


June 22 
French, Gwen Little, Brown @ 
ANYBODY CAN COOK $4.50 


A basic beginning cookbook is substantial in its information as well as its 
suggestions for meals which are practical as well as practicable for the starting cook, 
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and supervises the whole kitchen operation from the initial equipment, staples, to 
the meals and the marketing know-how. With the various processes, roasting, broiling, 
baking, etc. there are also various recipes and the 28 day menus at the close make a 
careful use of leftovers. A sound, and somewhat sturdy, approach to cooking at an 
everyday level- but not a serious threat to The Joy of Cooking or comparable begin- 
ning books. (LC: 54-5133) 


June 22 


Pulling, Pierre Macmillan 
PRINCIPLES OF CANOEING $3.95 


An outdoor book of specialized appeal, this nonetheless collects much use- 
ful information for campers of every kind, hunters, fishermen, etc. It gives facts 
about types of craft and their uses, safety disciplines, devices and rules; it dis- 
cusses paddles and strokes, equipment and its care, loading and trip etiquette; it 
even goes into racing, war canoes and sailing in canoes. There are appendices, a 
glossary and a bibliography, and illustrations. A workable reference book in the 
sport and art of canoeing. 


June 23 


Russell, William Howard Harper 
MY DIARY NORTH AND SOUTH $4.00 


It is interesting to read this diary of a professional English journalist, 
assigned the American scene on the verge of the outbreak of the Civil War, and to 
compare it with The Fremantle Diary, edited by Walter Lord (Little, Brown- see report 
P. 100) in which an English Colonel reports his impressions of the South during the 
same period. Russell starts his journeyings with New York, which he finds uncivil- 
ized and apathetic; he goes to Washington and meets most of the key figures and gives 
pen portraits that show keen perception and understanding. He saw Lincoln as a great 
and able man, in a time when he was caricatured and villified; he portrays Seward 
understandingly, but without unduly exalting him. As he headed South, he visited 
Charleston as war broke into flames, but despite this, was able to get a clear im- 
pression of life in town and plantation. Savannah, less vehement than South Carolina 
in its hatred, Mobile, New Orleans, a journey up the Mississippi to the blockade; 
Montgomery, where he reports guardedly on the Confederate headquarters - and again, 
repeatedly, his vignettes of key figures are exceptional. His travels through the 
midwest, to Chicago, then via Niagara, back to New York, seem somewhat less under- 
standing, but still more reflective than most contemporary records. With his return 
to a revitalized Washington, and his attendance on the periphery of Bull Run and the 
retreat, he met his Waterloo, for his reports ended his usefulness to his London 
Times. Washington frowned on his acceptance of Confederate victory; his chances for 
further military reporting were ended. An interesting addition to the literature of 
the Civil War, ably edited by Fletcher Pratt from the original published by Harper 
in 1863. (LC: 54-6027) 

June 2) 


Campbell, Arthur Little, Brown 
JUNGLE GREEN $4.00 


Blood red mingles with jungle green in the story of Arthur Campbell and his 
British soldiers as they fight Communist guerillas in Malaya. The author as officer 
writes with concern for his men as individuals and as parts of a necessarily effective 
unit. He tells of the training for jungle warfare, the cooperation with the civil 
police in tracking the bandits led by Liew Kim Bok, the terrorism of the marauders. 
There is a show of the dread of the jungle, then bloody close-ups of fighting where 
men fade from view in the undergrowth. We come to know the background of the terrible 
Liew Kim Bok - the horror that turned him to political skirmishing; we gain affection 
for the Sakai Krabon and miss the man who dies in the last battle, Churchman. With 
little concern for the overall political picture, this is a soldier's viewpoint of a 
particular action in the Malayan unrest. (LC: 54-8283) 
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June 3 i1¢ 
Gehman, Richard Rinehart 
A MURDER IN PARADISE $3.00 





The reenactment of an impulsive and irrational murder which took place in 
Lancaster County, the garden spot of Pennsylvania, probes not only the crime itself but 
also the question of the use- or misuse- of psychiatric evidence in the courts. This 
particular case, which had a shorter summation in Edward Radin's Headline Crimes of the 
Year (1951) involved the sudden, brutal killing of Marian Baker, a secretary at Franklin 
and Marshall college, by Edward Gibbs, a married student. Gibbs’ confession was follow- 
ed by his sullen, sick silence throughout the trial in which the inflammatory reaction 
of the community was perhaps prejudicial. But it is the testimony, excerpted here, of a 
psychiatrist, Edward Strecker, and the way in which it Tricocheted against the defendant, 
which illustrates the difficulty in establishing the marginal mutations between mental 
illness (the psychiatrist's term) and insanity (the legal definition) as Gibbs, classified 
as a schizophrenic, still went to the chair..... Annals of crime, authenticated and analyz- 
ed with something of the cool proficiency of John Bartlow Martin- and for that audience. 


(LC: 54-6376) 
June 25 


Random House 
THREE STARS FOR THE COLONEL $4.00 


The biography of Ernest 0. Thompson will no doubt be of great interest to two 
groups of readers,- those connected in any way with the oil interests, and those prophets 
of conservation. For Thompson as long term chairman of the Texas Railroad Commission is 
virtual arbiter of all moves related to oil conservation, and his name is a symbol for 
sound judgment, far-sighted vision, integrity. This is his story, from freckle-faced red 
headed boy from Rag Town, through an active career in World War I, militant role as Mayor 
of Amarillo, and his long fight for conservation as he sustained his position on proration, 
and became a leader - nationally, world-wide, in the petroleum empire. He saw his govern- 
ment through the ups and downs of production and control and distribution during World 
War II; he promulgated the idea of the Big Inch and the Little Inch- and their shift to 
natural gas; he fought extension of federal control on successive levels; he developed 
the plan to cope with the salt water problem; he opposed the Anglo-American Oil Treaty 
once he recognized the danger of legalizing cartels. This is a record of 22 years of 
achievement in his chosen field. Specialized- but with the flavor of a traditional 


American success story. (LC: 54-6650) 


Clark, James A. 


June 28 


Larkin, Oliver W. Little, Brown 
SAMUEL F. B. MORSE AND AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC ART $3.00 


Though best known for his work on the telegraph, Morse spent the energies of 
his youth as a painter who mingled with Allston and Copley. Through what was perhaps the 
more dominating force of his life he developed as no mean interpreter of the elements of 
the 15th century Italian art he considered the apex of painting. His life is an interest- 
ing panorama which Mr. Larkin author of Art and Life in America opens to full depth view- 
starting with his subject's heritage. Springing from stock that had produced a president 
of Princeton, his grandfather, and a fiery pastor, his father Jedidiah, Finley- as he was 
known to the family- spent his young manhood as a nonconformist. He did go through Yale, 
where Dwight's and Silliman's teaching had their effect. But his tastes were European, 
his view of art exalted and it was not long before he went abroad to paint and study. At 
home again, Morse made a name for himself through his painting (which Mr. Larkin analyses 
extremely well) from Boston to North Carolina, but a happy marriage ended too soon in the 
death of his wife and in later years Morse was so striken with poverty and the sense that 


he could not do his best as a painter, that he turned to the telegraph. Recognition came 
at last, but the complex of feelings is an ironic comment on a many sided personality. @o 


Scholarly. (LC: 54-8284) 
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June 29 


Weatherwax, Paul Macmillan 
INDIAN CORN IN OLD AMERICA $8.50 


Definitely for a specialty market, this authoritative gathering of informa- 
tion and speculation on the corn plant in pre-Columbian times - the corn plant which 
played so important a part in American cultures. Dr. Weatherwax presents historical 
sources of information from Columbus' log; traces the route of maize to Europe as 
noted in the herbals; discusses the places it was grown in America,- its cultivation, 
use, conservation. The search for the original wild corn, the ancestor of the pre- 
sent plant, is also considered. .Finally the important position in Indian culture, 
art,religion, and artifacts is.of particular interest for anthropologists and arch- 
aeologists. Botanists, agriculturists and other specialists will value the book. 
Illustrated- sixty-six pages in black and white, three full-color plates. 


June ?? 


Drage, Charles Funk & Wagnalls 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GENERAL "TWO-GUN" COHEN $4.00 


The life in troubled times of Morris Cohen who earned his sobriquet in the 
service of Dr. Sun Yat-sen follows the wandering footsteps of an unsettled character 
who was finally steadied by his devotion to the cause of China. London born, Morris 
left for Canada at 16, where his mixed (and dubious) activities brought him into con- 
tact with the Chinese there, and roused his interest in Dr. Sun. After World War I, 
he became the third aide de camp (bodyguard) of Dr. Sun, recruited arms, joined in 
his family life, and shared the dedication of the great revolutionary whose last 
words were "Peace... struggle... save China". Cohen continued to work for China in 
various capacities; brushed up against the British Navy, pirates, missionaries, the 
Japanese; and with the outbreak of World War II went to the aid of Mme. Sun, and in 
the fallen city of Hongkong awaited the certain arrest and internment there.... The 
life of a professional troubleshooter, this has the durable resilience of his en- 
thusiasm and energy- But for whom? (LC: 54-7761) 


Mockridge, Norton & frrw T Henry Holt 
Prall, Robert THE BIG FIX $3.50 


Two newspaper reporters exhume and examine disreputable affiliations be- 
tween city politics and crime which formed the twelve million dollar a year book- 
making combine which Harry Gross operated on a direct pipeline to City Halle And 
while Gross' career, from a delinquent boyhood in Brooklyn to the vast enterprise 
he built, is the shabby product of city corruption and protection, O'Dwyer, in 
his offices as D.A. and Mayor, is perhaps the real criminal and "a melancholy essay 
on political morality". While Miles McDonald, the new D.A., who pushed the investi- 
gation without fear or favor is the only man of distinction in this story which ends 
with the arrest of Gross, the cleanup of the police force, and O'Dwyer's forced ex- 
odus to Mexico... An aggressive, and in a sense, exhaustive review of an old news 
beat with doubtful current interest. 


Two Late Arrivals 


Steinberg, Dr. S. H.- Ed. Funk & Wagnalls 
CASSELL'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD LITERATURE 2 vols. $25.00 


The historical panorama of literature and the biographical data on writers 
from the earliest times to the present combine to make this a virtual two volume 
course in world literature. Some 230 scholars and critics of over 30 nationalities 
have contributed special articles for this work, under the editorship of Dr. Steinberg. 
An important reference feature of this encyclopedia is the inclusion under feature 
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and biographical headings of bibliographies related to the subjects. ‘ae division of 

the work falls into three main sections:- histories of 83 literatures; articles on lit- | 
eratures; articles on literary topics; biographies of writers. The primary value of the 
book is as a reference tool (already we have found it useful in this office), but many 
of the special feature articles are exceedingly good reading,as I found myself dipping into the 
volumes here and there, as one topic led to another. Should be a standard reference tool 


in libraries. 






April ?? 
Van Nostrand 
AMERICAN SEASHELLS $12.50 


The enormous increase in interest in shells insures a steady market for this 
comprehensive - and beautiful- book on North American mollusks,- some 1500 species. For 
collectors from Labrador to Florida, from Alaska to Lower California, this promises to 
include those found in shallow waters, with sufficient data to aid in identification, 
and sufficient balance in information to make it a usable book for amateurs without an- 
tagonizing the professionals. The chapters on background information, too often slighted, 
give the reader fascinating instruction on the life of the "snails" and the "clams", where 
they are found, how they grow, how they feed, breathe, reproduce, how they sense and see, 
how they burrow and swim. Some elementary knowledge is assumed, though the chapter on 
collecting is basic and very sound, touching on all phases,- the necessary research and 
attention to details, the equipment, the extension of success if dredging is employed, 
the importance of accurate records, proper preparation, knowledge of how to exchange 
shells with other conchologists. Then follows the main body of the book:- the careful 
description of each of the 1500 species, classified under genus, family, and both scien- 
tific and beach name, described as to locale, size, characteristics, and cross indexed to 
illustrative plates. An extensive bibliography and inclusive index provide reference 
tools. Numerous spot drawings. 24 plates in full color and 17 in black and white by @ 
Frederick M. Bayer will make this a definitive book in its field. 


Abbott, R. Tucker 


PLEASE MAKE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND jPRICE 


co G€ 

93 Diole, Philippe- 400 YEARS UNDER THE SEA- From 4/19 to 5/12 (Messner) 

98 Lambert, Elizabeth- FATHER COULDN'T JUGGLE- from 4/12 tO 4/21 (Coward-McCann) 
160 Shafer, Robert- THE CONQUERED PLACE- from 4/9 to 4/20- price from $3.75 to $3.50 

(Putnam) 
166 Swiggett, Howard- THE POWER AND THE PRIZE- definite date 5/17 (Ballantine) 
173 Mitford, Nancy- MADAME DE POMPADOUR- price from $5.00 to $4.75 (Random House) 
177 Commonweal, The Editors of- CATHOLICISM IN AMERICA- from 4/28 to 4/30 (Harcourt, 

Brace) 

177 Sutton, Horace- SUTTON'S PLACE- from 4/29 to 5/17 (Holt) 
182 Roosevelt & Westley- PET PARADE- from 5/12 to 5/26 (Harper) 
190 Ditzen, L. R.- PERSONAL SECURITY THROUGH FAITH- from 4/15 to 5/10 (Holt) 
209 Carson, Robert- THE QUALITY OF MERCY- from 5/3 to 5/17 (Holt) 
213 Auchincloss, Louis- THE ROMANTIC EGOISTS- definite date 5/11 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
215 Healy, R. J.- fd.- NINE TALES OF SPACE AND TIME- from 4/29 to 5/24 (Holt) 
216 Clark, Mark- FROM THE DANUBE TO THE YALU- from 5/26 to 4/28 (Harper) 
219 Moats, Alice Leone- AT HOME ABROAD- price from $3.00 to $2.95 (Viking) 
220 Lewinsohn, Richard- ANIMALS, MEN AND MYTHS- from 5/12 to 6/9 (Harper) 
226 Frank, J.- YOUR CHILD'S READING TODAY- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
241 Lowry, Robert J. C.- HAPPY NEW YEAR KAMERADES- from 5/6 to 5/20 (Doubleday) | 
243 Sperber, Manes- JOURNEY WITHOUT END- price from $3.95 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
245 Burton, Carl D.- SATAN'S ROCK- definite date 5/20 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
248 Brophy, Brigid- HACKENFELLER'S APE- from 6/11 to 6/14 (Random House) 
258 Augur, Helen- ZAPOTEC- price from $3.95 to $4.50 (Doubleday) 








